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together with dates of appearance. Such a work would be of 
great value to Lepidopterists, and might well be undertaken by 
our Club. 


DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW AUSTRALIAN PLANTS, WITH 
OCCASIONAL OTHER ANNOTATIONS; 

By Baron von Mueller, K.C.M.G., M. &: Ph.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 

( Continued.) 

Pterostylis Mackibbini. 

Leaves all comparatively large, several crowded near the root, 
or when the stem much heightens all scattered, but the middle 
leaves the largest, from ovate to lanceolar; flower of great size, 
singly terminal, partly chocolate-coloured, slightly puberulous, 
supported by a large leaf-like bract ; upper calyx-lobe and lateral 
petals upwards arched, bluntish ; lower calyx-lobes cuneate- 
connate below the middle, upwards semilanceolar-subulate, 
neither divergent nor with any long thread-like termination, the 
sinus between them narrow and very acute; labellum dark- 
coloured, glabrous, narrow-elliptical, along the median line up¬ 
wards folded, its appendage conspicuous fringy-penicillate ; ovu- 
lary furrowed. 

Near St. Vincent-Gulf; F. v. M. (1848). Cardinia-Creek; 
Ch. French. Southern Tasmania ; Gulliver. On King's Island 
and Swan-Island; J. M‘Kibbin Esq. Near Brighton-Bluff; 
Thos. S. Hart, Esq., M.A. 

Flowers here in September. All collectors found the dwarf 
form of this species, in which then the leaves are sessile or short- 
stalked and almost crowded into a rosette, the flower hardly 
reaching beyond these radical leaves, and being almost sessile 
among them, the bract expanding into a large floral leaf. Some 
of Mr. M‘Kibbin’s specimens from King’s Island are nearly a foot 
high, have leaves 3^ inches long, on very conspicuous petioles, 
whereas in some smaller specimens none of the leaves measure 
over 1 y 2 inches in length. This species differs chiefly from P. 
curta in the stem, if developed, bearing very expansive leaves, and 
therefore of far less difference in comparison to the radical leaves, 
in the larger floral bract, in the more incurved upper calyx-lobe 
and lateral petals, and in the far less wide sinus separating the 
lower calyx-lobes. 

Our new plant is distinguished from P. cucullata in flowering 
under equal circumstances some weeks earlier, in frequently 
dwarf habit, again in the more curved upper portion of the flower, 
reminding rather of P. nutans , and in the blunt upwards less 
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narrowed labellum, resembling that of P. obtusa. Besides, from 
both P. curia and P. cucullata the partly brownish-dark colour¬ 
ation of the flower, not dissimilar to that in P. vittata , distinguish 
it, although it should be remembered, that Ohiloglottis Gunnii , 
Prasopliylliun elcitum and Orthoceras strictum vary in this 
respect as much as could be, green or dark-coloured, whereas in 
P. vittata the tinge of the flowers is not subject to alterations. 

Incidentally it may here be observed that Mr. M‘Kibbin 
cultivated a plant from Port-Phillip, which, though more robust 
and bearing larger leaves, seems also referable to P. curta , not 
without some approach to P. cucullata. 

P. curta occurs in the Australian Alps (Stirling), Brodribb- 
River (Merrell), Loddon (Dickinson). 

Again P. curta comes in floral characters, particularly the 
labellum, near P. obtusa. The development of stem-leaves on 
expense of the radical leaves is no specific note, to separate 
P. pyramidalis from P. nana. 

In the Botanical Magazine , plate 3,085, P. nutans is figured as 
possessing a glabrous labellum, and Bentham describes that organ 
as merely ciliolate, as indeed it appears when viewed from 
beneath; the surface however is copiously beset with minute 
hairlets, by which peculiarity this species is still more easily dis¬ 
tinguished from several allied congeners. The lamented Mr. 
Fitzgerald gave also in this instance a faithful illustration, as we 
all know, for his superb work. His P. hispidula can however not 
be specifically separated. P. nutans has been sent from Mt. 
Dromedary by the late Mr. Reader, from the PeebRiver by Mr. 
Musson, Glenelg-River (Eckert), Ovens-River (Miss Henley), 
Hume-River (Jephcott) and Macleay-River (Miss Carter). 
The ripe fruit and matured seeds of all our native orchids should 
be studied specially for possibly new diagnostic notes. P. curta 
is delineated in Guillemin’s “ Icon. Plant. Austral. ” on plate ii. 
Extends to Peel-River (Ch. Musson). 

P. cucullata as well as some other congeners are very variable 
as regards the length of the thin attenuation of the lower calyx- 
lobes ; grows also at Mt. William (Sullivan), Hume-River (C. 
French, jun.) and Snowy-River (Baeuerlen). Occasionally flowers 
smaller. Mr. Ch. French, sen. found this near Port-Phillip in 
somewhat peaty Melaleuca-thickets drawn up to fully five feet. 
The distinctions between P. cucullata and P.furcata are probably 
not specific. 

P. concinna has sometimes the radical leaves dispersed upwards, 
two or three being placed on the stem. It flowers here in June. 
At the Derwent sometimes the stems attain a length of nearly one 
foot (Rodway). 
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P. pedaloglossa flowers near Brighton-Bluff already early in 
April, but really as a vernal plant, when along with it Eriochilus 
autumnalis and E. fimbriatus are simultaneously in bloom (Ch. 
French, jun.) 

P. pedunculata occurs also on the base of Mt. Kosciusko (Ch. 
French, jun.), at Loutit-Bay (Mrs. Beale) and on the Clyde 
(Baeuerlen). Leaves always remarkably dark-green above. P. semi- 
rubra is most closely allied to this, and occurs also on sandy 
coast soil at Kardinia-Creek ; flowers in July and August. 

P. nana has latterly been found on the Lachlan-River (Joseph- 
son), at the Grampians (D’Alton), Upper Yarra (Walter), Murray- 
Desert (Tepper). The form distinguished as P. pyramidalis 
extends to Geographe-Bay (Miss Bussell). This species flowers 
here from June to August. 

P. grandiflora or a very closely allied plant has been gathered 
at Western-Port, where it flowers in June, but at Kardinia-Creek 
and at Morbunya in August. Delineated by Bauer and Guillemin. 
P. Baptistii approaches in many respects P. grandijlora. It has 
become illustrated in Sir J. Hooker’s Bot. Mag. on plate 6,351. 
P. rejlexa occurs also on the Lower-Yarra (Miss Coghill) and at 
the Genoa (Baeuerlen); was found flowering as early as June on 
the Loddon (M‘Kibbin). 

P. prcecox differs irrespective of some other marks from 
P. rejlexa in the less pointed labellum. Flowers at Port-Phillip 
already in May and June, but seemingly also under exceptional 
circumstances in October (Ch. French, jun.) Mr. C. French, sen. 
gave many extensive notes on Victorian orchids in Wing’s 
“Southern Science Record” of 1S81. 

P. obtusa has flowered on the Upper Yarra as early as April, 
at Port-Phillip it blooms usually in June and July, at the Genoa 
in May (Reader); extends to East-Gippsland (Howitt), Whittlesea- 
Ranges (Dixon). Mr. French found it once two-flowering. 

P. parviflora was noticed on some sources of the Lachlan- 
River (Dr. Lauterer). Attains in luxuriant culture a height of 
1J feet. 

P. aphylla grows on various places near Port-Phillip (C. 
French), extends to the Grampians (Walter). Cultivated it bears 
flowers here in April already. 

P. rufa , Blackwood-River (Mrs. M‘Hard), Eucla (Batt), 
Fowler’s-Bay (Mrs. Richards), Cornet-River (O’Shanesy), Ovens- 
River (Falk), Cardinia-Creek (French), Blue Mountains (Woolls), 
Hunter’s River (Miss Carter), Moreton-Bay (Fitzgerald). 

P. barbatcc we have now from near Port-Phillip, from th e 
Upper Loddon (Wooster), Mt. Macedon (Moffatt), Omeo 
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(Stirling), Grampians (Walter), Gerangamete (M‘Cann), 
Anderson’s Creek (Coghill), Cootamundra (Fitzgerald), Kent’s 
Group (Gabriel). 

1 \ tur/osa is extremely close in affinity to the preceding 
species. * Height to i-J feet. The end of the labellum is 
dilated. Flowers in September. Figured in G. Reichenbach’s 
“ Xenia,” on plate 1S7. 

P. mutica reaches the Peel-River (Musson) and Fowler’s Bay 
(Mrs. Richards), flowering there in July. P. cijcnocephala is a 
mere variety. P, rvfa occurs also on the Hume-River (Ch. 
French, jun.), on the Campaspe-River (Berthoud). 

P. longifolia may exceptionally become one-flowered, which can 
be said also of the following species. Hume-River (Jephcott), 
Loddon (G. Johnson), York’s Peninsula (Beythieu), Hunter’s 
Island (Atkinson). 

P. vitlata flowers here in June. Mr. Smeaton refers to this 
well marked plant in the transactions of the R.S. of S.A. vi, 100 
(1SS1). His Honour Sir Lambert Dobson found it on Deal- 
Island of Kent’s Group, Miss Elizabeth Parkinson near the 
Lower Wimmera. See also Wing’s “Southern Science Record,” i., 
120 (1881). The flowering time also of many South-west 
Australian orchids was recorded by Preiss already about 50 years 
ago in Lehmann’s “ Plants Preissianse,” according to the various 
regions in which they grow. Supplemental notes on indigenous 
orchids of other genera will be offered on some early occasion. 


Dr. Louis Robinson read a paper at the recent meeting of 
the British Association on “ The Prehensile Power of Infants.” 
Long-continued experiments had proved that the muscles of the 
hands and arms of a newly-born infant are far stronger in pro¬ 
portion to weight than those of most healthy adults. In many 
cases a newly-born child would hang and support its weight with 
ease for a minute. Several infants, less than a week old, hung for 
over a minute and a half; a few others, a fortnight old, for nearly 
two minutes. If the child were in a good temper to begin with, 
it would hang quite placidly until its fingers began to slip, 
when it at once evinced distress, and screamed lustily, as if from 
a fear of the consequences of falling. An examination of the foot 
of an infant showed that it was much more hand-like than that of 
the adult. The author thought that these features were vestiges 
of an arboreal state of existence. He believed that they were due 
to the habit of the young clinging to the body of a parent who 
would require to use all her limbs for climbing.— Nature, 



